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The three main points of conflict betwaon the South Tirolese Volkspartel 

" and the Italiane ca ths autonomy question aro reported to be the police, 
rights of residences and franchise, snd the name of the autonomous terri- 
tory. f 


i 
i 


F 


Io The Police. : 


io The SVP claim that the polices in the autonomous territory should 
be placed under the autonomous authorities is opposed by the Itelianss 


2e The SYP argumsnts may be summarised as follows: 


(a) The Paris Agreement guaranteed to the South Tirolese 
subciomous legislative and executive power. Since 
the police is the most important organ of this execu- 
tive power, autonomy would be a fares if the South 
Tiro.ese had to rely on the goodwill of the Italian 
police (over which they have no control) for the en 
forcement of their legislative ond administrative 
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(>) Ninety per cent.of the present Italian police in 
South Tirol do not even speak German, end have no 
understanding of the local population. This under« 
tmiiner: confidence in the police and so hinders the 
prewntion of crimes 


(c) The ‘talian police have far more extensive powers | 
than in most other coumtries, During the Fascist 
pericd, ands till today, the Italian police abuse 
thesac far-reaching powers to suppress the Tirolese 
politically. Under the cloak of these powers they 
inte: fere in matters ehich in no way concern them, 
and the local chief of polices has become the most 
powerful, and feared, official in every village. 


an, 2 apareved For Release 4999/09/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R000800260011-7 yous 
s ; ‘ew - 
Corpipmaeeet /CONTROL 
. UT. S. OFMCTALS ONLY 


* 


| 7 25X1A 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP 


a a CONFIDENT Yar, 


In the opinion of the SVB the creation of an auto~ 
nemous police, as a security and not a political 
organ, is vital tothe autonomy, and to the equal- 
ity of rights and frecdom of the South Tirolese. 
Furthermore, the -opulation would have confidence 
in itis om autonomous police, which would lead to 
a corsiderable improvement of local security condi~ 
tLone « 


To mke certein that the autonomous police would 

not ruppress the Itelians, the SVP are prepared to 
vest police powers in the joint Diets of South Tirol 
and Trentino, in which the Italians have the majority. 


(4) An autonomy without an sutonomous police force is 
nothing more than one under the supervision of the 
Questor, or Chief of Carabinieri, and therefore the 
opposite of a free self-administrationa 


-(e) Unlecs the population's present fear of the police 
is removed, the Questor will in practice be more 
pover ful than the autonomous foverument. 


IIo Rights of Residence and Franchise 


3. It has always beon one of the main concerns of the SVP to prevent 
the slow "Italianization" of their Frovince by means of a steady 
influx of Italians from Italy proper and . assumption of all key 
positions in the local administration by Italians. If this "Ita- 
lianizaticn" continues, the Italians will in time rain the eee 
in the Prcvince and the autonomy will become valueless. 


4. The SVP ccensequently is demanding that rights of residence and fran- 
chise be effectively restricted and the Italians are offering stiff 
resistance. For the first elections in particular, the SVP proposes 
that only natives and residents of South Tirol or persons who have 
lived there for at least ten years be entitled to vote, This is 
even more important to them since, by the time the first electias 
are held it is unlikely that the position of the optants will hove 
been clarified and consequently many thousands of South Tiroles¢ 
may be uneble to vote. 


5 In support of their case the SVP points to the franchise provisions 
in the Aaland Islends statute. 
TIte Tho Name of the Autonomous Region. 
6. Naturally the SVP is extremely anxicus that they be allowed the name 


of "Tirol" in some forme The Italians insist that the name of "Alto 
Adige", ferced on the South Tirolese by the Fascists, be retained. 


7. The SVP arsues thot it is the most primitive right of every people 
to retain the traditional name under which they have lived for cen= 
turies. Cnly once since the thirteenth century has the Province been 
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mown by any other name than South Tirol, and then only for 

a few yoar: when Napoleon divided the Trovince and christened 
the southern part (by no mans the South Tirol of today) "Alto 
Adige". The Italian assertion that the name Alto Adige is his-_ 
torically founded is therefore, utterly false. 


Ba For the preat majority of the South Tirolese the Paris Agreement 
will lose «11 meaning if they are denied the right to use their 
name. The SVP asks what member of the Allied Delegations in Peris 
reforred t« the problem by any other name than that of South Tirol? 


9. then the Italians argue thet the name South Tirol draws abttentiou 
to the Province's historical ties with North and “ast Tirol, and 
therefore strikes an “irridentist note" ,the SVP replies that a 
possible irridentism will not be avoided by foreefully suppressing 
a traditiorel name. Moreover, the SVP is prepared to drop the 
"South" anc. accept "Tirol" alone or "Tirolo cisalpino". 


10. The SVP alco dismisses the Italian sugrestion that Alto Adige be 
the officiel name, and that the South Tirolese should be free to 
use the nano of Tirol unofficially. They consider this ean absurd 
quibble, celculated to give rise to suspicions that one day the 
Italians, like the Fascists, will ban the name. 


Lie The SVP further stresses the goodwill, from an economic point of 
view, attached to the name of South Tirol. The Province's procucts, 
especially its wine and fruit, are renowned. Nobody speake of them 
as emanating from Alto Adige, despite the twenty years ban of the 
name of Soth Tirol. Furthermore, the thousands of tourists who 
come to the Province, visit South Tirol and not Alto Adige. 


126 If the Italians insist that the name of South Tirol be discarded, 
despite the poodwill attached to it, this is proof that they are 
inspired by purely political motives. 
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